
Nursery Newsletter 

Friday 22nd March  

Dear Families, 

Literacy  

We continued our caterpillar theme in Nursery by reading 

The Crunching Munching Caterpillar, to reinforce the 

children’s knowledge and understanding of a butterfly 

lifecycle, while also introducing new characters such as a 

sparrow/bumblebee. We used this opportunity to talk about 

the concept of characters within stories. 

Then, this week we have been reading First Day at Bug 

School. This book tells us about bugs starting at their Bug 

School and the routine is very similar to ours, which the 

children were very excited about! Instead of Miss Ballard 

reading a story, it’s Miss Bumblebee in the story, with all her 

bug children on the carpet. We have explored all the different 

bugs within this story, such as slugs, snails, beetles and ants, 

using our Minibeast Investigation Lab.  

Understanding the World 

The children have loved having caterpillars in Nursery, watching them 

grow and move and eat! The nursery staff have enjoyed it also! We 

have used these caterpillars to really embed the knowledge of the 

butterfly lifecycle, to support the learning of changes over time in 

nature. When the caterpillars build cacoons around them, they will be 

on a special stand for the children to view them and we will be 

encouraging them to anticipate what will come out! Once we have 

butterflies, we will allow the children a few hours with them before 

releasing them. This is also a lovely way to teach responsibility to the 

children as they look after them. 
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Mathematical Development  

Within Maths we have been looking at symettry 

in patterns, specifically butterfly wing patterns. 

The children have many different opportunities 

to explore with different materials, such as 

shaped blocks on a butterfly outline, creating a 

junk model of a butterfly and painting one wing 

before folding it together to create the same 

pattern.  

We have also been teaching the children to compare two groups of 

numbers and to comment on whether the groups are the same or 

different. We have used black counters on a ladybird picture to 

explore this. For example, if one ladybird 

wing had 3 spots and the other had 5 spots, 

are they the same or different? You could 

do a similar activity at home by maybe 

comparing how many pieces of fruit you and 

your child has – do you have the same or 

different? You could add in language of ‘more’ and ‘less’ 

also. “Who has more pieces of fruit? Me or you?” 

Phonics 

During phonics, we are concentrating on alliteration – a very tricky concept! Our 

current story (First Day at Bug School) has lots of alliteration in it such as ‘Lucy 

Ladybird’, ‘Chloe Cricket’ and ‘Freddie Flea’. We have created a Listening Den in 

Nursery so that one or two children at a time can sit in there with an adult and 

explore alliteration quietly. We have been adding alliteration words onto the 

children’s names such as Amazing Ana Clara, Giggling Gideon and Lovely Lamis – you 

will see these soon on their coat pegs to help reinforce this concept.  

Physical Education 

We are exploring the effects of acitivty on our bodies, such as 

our heart beating faster after running. Each morning we are 

running 3 laps of the playground after register to see what 

the effects are on our bodies. So far some children have made 

suggestions that they need to take bigger breaths, need to 

have a drink or need to have a rest after. These runs in the 

morning also help to energise the children, settle them into 

Nursery for the day and help them to feel grounded. I know 

some of your children struggle to come into Nursery 

sometimes, but we have seen very positive responses from this 

activity each morning.  

 



Important dates 

Mother’s Day Pampering Party – Friday 29th March at 2.15pm. All our lovely 

mummies are invited to come and be pampered in Nursery by your children! 

Chick Eggs arrive – Monday 1st April. On this day we will get chick eggs delivered 

to Nursery. We will then spend two weeks watching the eggs hatch and the chicks 

grow.  

Farm Visit – Tuesday 2nd April. On this day we will have a farm visit us with 

different farm animals for them to see, and will have a farmer that we can ask lots 

of questions to. 

Parents Evening – Tuesday 2nd April. Please sign up online for an appointment to 

talk through your child’s progress in Nursery. School will close at 1.30pm on this 

day. 

Nursery Trip – Wednesday 3rd April. We will be taking the children to Holland 

Park to visit the Ecology Centre and participate in a session all about minibeasts. 

We will be sending out a letter with more details very soon.  

Important announcements! 

Star of the Week – Amy (15th March) and Ana Clara (22nd March) 

Star Writer of the Week – Bruna (15th March) and Lamis (22nd March) 

Star Reader of the Week – Layla (15th march) and Gideon 22nd March) 

Role Model of the Week – Amy (11th March) and Adora (18th March) 

 

                Well done! 

 

 

We would like to welcome our new friend into Nursery, Adora!  

 

 

Could we please ask for some help in collecting stones  

and rubble or gravel to use in our outdoor construction  

and small world areas. Thank you!  

 

 



Reminders: 

 

• Please ensure you bring a drink bottle and a spare change of clothes including 

socks and a coat.  

• Library day is Monday. Please bring their bag on this day. Please ensure your 

child has a library bag – these can be collected from the office. 

• If Skippy goes home on a Friday, please bring him back on the following 

Thursday.   

• We would be very grateful if parents could donate 50p a week to our 

Nursery fund to enable us to buy resources for cooking and making 

playdough.  

 

The Nursery Team. 

 

 

Our website is full of what’s happening at our school! 

Check it out at       http://www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/ 

 

Mad Scientist Day! 

 

  

http://www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/
http://www.st-marys.rbkc.sch.uk/

