
Nursery Newsletter  

Friday, 2nd July 2021 

Dear Families,  

We hope you have been well. 

Following our topic on ‘Journeys and Transport’, we 

have been reading the book called ‘You Can’t Take 

an Elephant on the Bus’ by Patricia Cleveland-Peck. 

It is an engaging and humorous book. It is filled 

with illustrations of animals that try to fit in oddly 

sized vehicles, which we thoroughly enjoyed looking 

at. We chuckled and giggled the whole time whilst 

reading the book, and spotted a couple of rhyming words. As we got 

familiar with the illustrations, we also learned a range of new 

vocabulary e.g. swerve, vessel, bizarre.  

We described the features of the animals in the 

book and shared what we thought about the text 

with our peers. We used language to describe size, 

appearances and weight e.g. heavy, light, ginormous, 

long.  

In nursery, we were encouraged to design a book cover and come up 

with a title to let others know about our favourite animal. We 

thought carefully about the features of each animals e.g. spots, long 

neck, sharp ears, and included minute details in our drawing. Some of 

us made our drawings hilarious. At the end of it, we proudly shared 

them with our class and gave explanations. We were encouraged to 

use descriptive language when talking about our book design.   

Have a look at some of our lovely work: 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“You can’t take a rhino on a truck because it’s too huge.. 

Massive.. Humongous!” 

“You can fit a giraffe on the 

underground train because the train is 

long.” 

“You can’t fit a giraffe on the train because 

the giraffe is ginormous, massive.. Its too big! 

The giraffe as pointy ears and spots.” 

“Monkey can ride on the bicycle because it has 

two legs.” 

“You can put the tiger on the bus because the bus is long and 

big.” 

“You can’t fit a fast cheetah in a long 

trailer because it will run around and it 

will crash.” 

“You cannot fit an orang-utan in a hot air balloon because the 

hot air balloon will pop and the monkey will throw all the food 

at it. The monkey is naughty, cheeky and jumpy!” 



We have been learning to show interest 

in solving simple addition problems by 

adding two sets of animals together. We 

were learning to use the term ‘altogether’ 

when counting on how many animals we 

had on the bus after having to roll the 

dice twice. We physically added on the 

correct amount of animals and used 1:1 correspondence when 

checking how many altogether.  

We also played a game called ‘Animals and Ladders’ 

where we had to take turns to roll the dice and 

move our animals along the ladder to get to number 

10. We had to match the same amount of steps to 

the numeral on the dice each time we moved our 

animals. We used language such as ‘how many more 

steps to get to 10’.   

Here is a song that we are currently learning in 

Nursery to show interest in solving 

other number problems: 5 Big Ice 

Creams  

Have a go at singing it at home! 



Here are some of the other things that we have made in Nursery. 

 

 

 

 



When having a conversation with your child, it is important to encourage them to 

answer in full sentences. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will be given a new set of words every two weeks, have fun learning the 

meaning of each word and using it in different contexts. 

 

At home, I need to hear and explore the words: 

1) jolly     2)chuck    3) panic 

4) swerve   5) bizarre   6) rage   7) hump 

8) trotters   9) annoyed     10) ‘capsize the vessel'  

When to hear or explore the words: 

 When having a snack 

 When taking a walk outside 

 When having a chat with family 

 How to show understanding of each word: 

 Act it out, get a family member to guess 

 Point to a picture or the real object 

 Explain it to someone, use gestures 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Information 

Class Fund: As we spend a lot of money on resources to enhance the 

provision of the class, make playdough and provide stimulating resources and 

carry out experiments, we would be very grateful if parents could kindly 

extend some support by: 

 Donating a small amount of money each week. This can be any 

amount although we are asking for a sum of 50p.                                

Upcoming Events and Dates: 

Wellington Boots Week in Nursery 5th July 2021 – Please can each child 

bring in a pair of boots (clearly labelled with their name). We will be using it to 

act out and retell parts of the story from our book for next week: ‘Rosie’s 

Holiday’ e.g. children will be jumping in puddles, using language such as ‘splish’, 

‘splash’ and ‘splosh’. We will also be doing lots of wet based experiments such as 

sinking and floating. 

Big Birthday Celebration & End of year Party – Last Week of Term 

Friendship Day in Nursery - Last Week of Term 

Phonics Phase 1 – Rhyming                                     
Have a go at playing some rhyming games, make up some silly rhyming words or gather 

different objects that rhyme at home. Here are some of the rhyming words we have 

been exploring in Nursery: 

 Car – star, jar, guitar 

 Dog- clog,log, 

 Bat- hat, rat, mat 

 Snail- pail, whale, scale, sail 

 Cake- rake, shake 

 Bone- phone, cone, stone 

 

  Lock – block, sock, rock, clock 

 Bee- tree, three,  

 Fan - van, man, pan 

 



Thank you in advance for your kind and generous support, we really 

appreciate it. Have a lovely weekend!  

The Nursery Team  

Our website is full of what’s happening at our school! Do check it out at 
http://www.st-mary  s.rbkc.sch.uk/   


