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Wednesday 20th June 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

Partial reopening of the school 

 

As you know, the Government has announced that it aims to reopen schools for pupils in 

Reception, year 1 and year 6 from 1st June 2020. The health and safety of our pupils and 

staff are our main priority. With this in mind, we have been carefully assessing and planning 

how we might open to ensure everyone is safe and to take into account the guidance 

that has been issued by the Government.  

 

Our plans and arrangements will be constantly under review as guidance and scientific 

advice changes. If it appears that we are no longer able to safely keep the school open 

for pupils and staff, or if the Government advice significantly changes, the Governors will 

consider the feasibility of remaining open. These arrangements are subject to final 

approval from our Governing Body.  

 

Below, we outline the arrangements we are proposing for the first two weeks. 

 

Opening times and class organisation 

The school will open Monday to Thursday for children in Reception, year 1 and year 6 from 

1st June. However, the school will be closed on 1st June to allow staff to set up classes so 

the first week, we will be open on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday.   

 

Children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 6 will need to attend on all days, Monday to 

Thursday. It will not be possible for them to attend only part of the week.  

 

Children will be put into small groups or ‘bubbles’ of no more than 10 children. Staff will be 

allocated to these bubbles. These groups will stay together and will not mix with any other 

groups attending school. This will help to minimise unnecessary contact between children 

and adults. You will receive a phone call from our Admin Team by Friday to inform you 

about groups and timings.  
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It is not guaranteed that children will be taught by their class teacher. Also, it will not be 

possible for children to be with all their friends in a bubble.  

Start and finish times, breaks and lunchtimes will be staggered for each group/bubble to 

help maintain social distance and avoid mixing of groups. The school day will run from 

9.00am to 1.45pm.   

 

It is important that children arrive and are picked up at their allocated time. Punctuality 

will be important to maintain safety for everyone in our school community. It may not be 

possible to admit any latecomers. Similarly, children who have to leave for medical or 

other appointments will not be readmitted.  

 

Drop offs and collections 

We will be using the KS1 gate for Reception and Year 1 and the KS2 gate for Year 6  for 

drop offs and collections to help maintain social distancing. It will be important to use the 

entrance which has been allocated to you. This information will be shared with you when 

the admin team contacts you.  

 

We are asking parents not to congregate at the gates during drop-offs and pick-ups and 

to please wait at least 2 metres apart. The recommendation is that children and parents 

walk, cycle or scoot to avoid public transport.  

 

Visitors including parents will not be allowed on site to protect our community and to 

minimise unnecessary contacts. Please call or email if you need to discuss anything with 

us.  

 

Teaching and the school day 

The way we teach will have to change. Adults will not be able to work as closely with 

children as they normally do, nor will children be able to work in groups. 

Also, the movement around school will be limited to avoid social contact with others. 

Equipment available to children will be limited and where possible, will not be shared.  

 

Children must bring in a water bottle each day. This cannot be shared. Children should 

have a reading book. It will not be possible to use the class libraries in the same way as 

before. If the weather is hot, children must come with sun cream applied or bring in sun 

cream to apply themselves. They should also bring a hat to wear outside. 

No bags, other than packed lunch bags, will be allowed into school. Children will be 

provided with the necessary equipment for their learning. 

 

Hygiene and cleaning 

Cleaning and hygiene procedures in school will be enhanced. Children will be 

encouraged to wash their hands regularly and surfaces, equipment, toilets, etc. will be 

regularly cleaned throughout the day to stop the potential spread of the virus. Cleaning 

products and sanitisers will be available in every class.  

 

Lunch 
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All pupils should bring their own packed lunch. 

 

Behaviour and expectations 

We have reviewed our behaviour policy to take into account expectations that are 

necessary in light of Covid 19. We will send this to you separately. All pupils must follow 

these behaviour expectations. Any child who is unable to do so may not be able to 

attend school.  

 

Children must attend in St Mary’s PE kit. If your child has outgrown this, he or she should 

wear dark tracksuit bottoms or shorts and a plain, white T-shirt. They are allowed to wear 

trainers. 

 

Key workers/vulnerable pupils’ provision 

We will continue to provide for the children of key workers and for our vulnerable children 

in the same way as we have been doing until now. Parents of children in Reception, Year 

1 and Year 6 who belong to the keyworker/vulnerable group will need to decide which 

group they want their child/ren to attend. It will not be possible for children to attend both 

groups. Please, note this provision will run Monday to Friday, 9.00am to 3.30pm. 

 

We have carried out a detailed risk assessment to minimise the possible risks from 

reopening the school to more children. Please contact the school if you would like a copy 

of this. Whilst we are doing all we can to minimise risk, you will understand that it is not 

possible to completely eliminate all the risks.  

 

The situation is changing very rapidly as is the Government’s guidance. As we have said, 

we will review all our procedures and policies regularly to ensure that we are meeting all 

the expectations. This means that these arrangements for the phased reopening may 

change at short notice. We will, of course, keep you up to date of any plans, changes 

and proposals. 

 

 

Thank you for your understanding and support. 

 

With Very Best Wishes 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

 

Ann Slavin 

Executive Headteacher 
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